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MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING 

 

THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE PROVIDENCE POINT UMBRELLA ASSOCIATION 

MAY 22, 2007  

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m. by President Preston Smith. 

 
II. QUORUM 

 
Directors present, confirming a quorum: 
Doug Hendel, Laurie Dumouchel, Fred Foster, Ruth Perluss, Bruce Meyers, Susan 
Kliavkoff, Paul Brogan, George Boyko and Jamie Jo McInerney.   
 
Officers present:  Preston Smith – President, Bruce Meyers – Vice President, Joán See – 
Secretary, and Treasurer, Vi Green. 
Community Manager, Ewert Hilgemann, was present. 

 
III. ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Preston Smith explained that the Board of Directors now consists of nine members, not the 
eleven of previous years.  This is a consequence of the functioning of the CC&R formula.  
With Building 195 now completed we’ve passed a milestone and the recalculated number 
is now nine Board Directors.  He thanked Sam McQueen and Lonnie Davey for their work 
as Board members. 
 
Paul Brogan shared about the CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) Program 
which he attended with four other Providence Point residents.  They were Mary Chirkis, 
Bobbie Anderson, Ernie Ernst and Gisela Levi. The program, consisting of eight three-hour 
sessions over eight weeks, is offered by both Issaquah and Sammamish several times year.  
They trained in teams in disaster preparedness, fire safety and fire suppression, disaster 
medical operation, and light search and rescue and were tested at the end of the course.  He 
encouraged more residents, especially men, to take the course. 

   
IV. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
The minutes of the April 24, 2007 Regular Meeting were approved as presented. 
 

      V.      TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Vi Green reported on the Umbrella Budget and Finance Committee’s meeting on May 17, 
2007 where the new Accounting Manager, Jennifer Barnes, was introduced.  Jennifer did 
get the month-end reports completed in time for the meeting and they were reviewed by the 
Committee.  Review of the Variance Reports showed most items had been on the report for 
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some time and were basically unchanged.  One item from last year’s expenditures for street 
painting showed up.  
 
There was a discussion about changes to the way bark is applied.  The committee felt the 
proposed changes were a worthwhile proposal.  (Ewert will explain more in his 
Community Manager’s Report.) 
 
 

VI. COMMUNITY MANAGER’S REPORT 
 
Ewert Hilgemann reported in detail on the restaurant renovation, drafting of the Contract 
Services Policy Resolution, irrigation sprinklers, progress on legal consultations regarding 
rental restrictions and age restrictions, and completion of The Crest (Building 195). He 
added that condominium documents for The Crest indicate that there will be a 12 month 
grace period for paying Umbrella and Forest Village dues.  (Previously, the developer had 
been required to pay Umbrella and Village dues for one year after first move-in.) 
 
His statements about the new three-year bark application program included the fact that the 
Budget and Finance Committee, in their May 17, 2007 meeting, passed a Motion 
supporting the Community Manager’s decision to adopt the three-year program 
immediately and spend an additional $14,650 this year for that purpose.  This is an 
Operating Fund item and we expect to absorb the overrun with an expected surplus in the 
total Operating Fund.  He also introduced Jennifer Barnes, the new Accounting Manager, 
who spoke briefly. 
 
For a complete transcript of the rest of Ewert’s report, see Community Manager’s Report, 
May 22, 2007, distributed to all Board Members prior to the meeting. 
 
White Elephant Sale -- Gladys Richter, Chairman of the Resident Events Committee 
(REC), gave a report on the recent White Elephant Sale.  She thanked Jan Elmore, White 
Elephant Sale Chairman for the past seven years, Christine Adams, REC Treasurer, 26 
resident cashiers, 63 general helpers and all contributors and buyers.  She announced a 
thank you party at the Clubhouse on June 29.  She reiterated that the money raised by the 
White Elephant Sale is to “enhance the quality of life at Providence Point.” There has been 
a change in how the White Elephant money is to be spent.  From now the money will be 
used to support the REC events as usual, and will also be used only for additional 
entertainment.  The gross proceeds from the sale were $10,252.13. 
 
Report on Work Orders and Major Projects – Scott Willbrandt, Facilities Manager, 
reported there is good progress on closing Work Orders. (Details in the Work Order Report 
distributed to all Board members prior to the meeting.)  He introduced the new Assistant 
Facilities Manager, Larry Molosky.  Larry comes from Arizona where he was a 
construction superintendent for a home builder.  The new Maintenance Assistant, Roberto 
Cortez, is also on board.  He is responsible for doing set ups and maintaining the 
community buildings. 
 
Scott said a number of Umbrella Reserve Projects are up for bid.  The Clubhouse doors 
project is complete. 
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Preston expressed his pleasure and thanks for the improvement in Work Order 
management.  He asked Scott to add a statistic showing the age of the Work Orders, i.e. 
those over 30 or 60 days old. 
 
Comment by Board Member, Ruth Perluss

VII. RECESS –Comments from attending residents. 

 – Ruth said that in her research about the loan 
made to Craig Baker several years ago, she had determined that “the loan had never been 
approved by the Umbrella Board”, and that “a new contract was made which, of course, 
negated the loan, and in order to show this they put it in ‘unexpected expenses’.  You 
should be aware that anything put in Operating Expenses does not have to be voted on by 
the Board.”    
 
Preston countered that the July 29, 2004 Umbrella Board meeting information packet 
contained the new Bake’s Place restaurant lease, highlighting the rent reduction, the 
deletion of % of profits language, and deletion of paying of certain expenses.  The minutes 
reflected that the Board agreed to these restaurant lease conditions.  Preston agreed that 
handling of these types of situations of unplanned expenses should be examined.   
 

 
1. Evelyn Danielson asked several related questions about portions of the Landscape 

Management Plan which proposes hiring a landscape supervisor and a certified 
arborist. Preston noted that currently there are consulting funds budgeted for those 
purposes.  Ewert answered that he had no intention of hiring a grounds manager 
during the year.  It could be included in the budget process later in the year, which 
would then be debated. 

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 

Restaurant Renovations – Preston explained that there is not enough space to install the 
planned vented, gas fireplace insert under the stairwell in the East wall of Bake’s Place 
restaurant.  Two alternatives are available; 1) a non-vented gas insert with regulating 
technology and carbon-monoxide detectors, or 2) an electric fireplace with a heat regulator, 
to be placed flush against the wall.  The electric fireplace costs less than $2,000, plugs into 
any outlet, and is easily movable. 
 
Craig Baker asked Preston and Bruce Meyers to review these alternatives and make a 
decision, and Preston brought it before the Board for their concurrence.  Bruce and Preston 
definitely preferred the safer electric fireplace and recommend that the Board accept this 
substitution. 
 
Board discussion followed: 
 
Susan Kliavkoff expressed disappointment that a gas fireplace would not be available in 
case of a power outage.  It was pointed out by Doug Hendel that Bake’s Place restaurant is 
not a “public” community building, and as such has no obligation to accommodate 
residents at such a time.  Ruth Perluss agreed with Preston and Bruce’s decision to accept 
the substitution of the electric fireplace.  Paul Brogan explained during the discussion of 
generators in community buildings that during power outages the generators are not 
designed to provide total power for all the building’s electrical needs. 
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Preston concluded that unless there is a motion now to do otherwise, we will go ahead with 
the substitution of an electric fireplace in Bake’s Place.  There was no further discussion or 
action. 
 

IX. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Program for Additional Bark Applicaton – Doug Hendel made the following motion, which 
was seconded and passed unanimously. 
 
 Move to approve the new three-year barking program and the associated 
  increased expenses of $14,650 for 2007.  
 

X.  ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 
 
The next regular meeting of the Board will be held at 1:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 26, 2007 
in Collin Hall. 

 
 
 
  Joán See, Secretary 
 
 To: Board Members and Officers 
  Village Presidents 
  Committee Chairs 
  Ewert Hilgemann 
  Financial Services 
  Marie Gordon  
  Scott Willbrandt 
  Library 
  Sales Office 
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